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PREFACE. 


This  sketch  Avas  delivered  last  winter 
as  a  lecture  iiiuler  the  title  Our  Town," 
in  the  course  of  the  Village  Improvement 
Association  of  Tewksbury.  It  was  written 
Avith  no  thought  of  publication.  The  re- 
quest for  it  for  that  purpose  l)rought  home 
to  the  writer  its  incomph^teness,  lie  has 
consented  to  its  appearance  to  gratify  many 
who  were  unable  to  hear  it ;  in  hope,  also, 
that  it  may  incite  some  one  to  give  Tewks- 
bury a  more  perfect  history. 

In  the  study  of  history  to-day,  no  feature 
is  more  marked  than  the  attention  paid 
to  the  process  of  the  making  of  England 
and  the  United  States  as  revealed  in  the 
early  life  of  the  towns.  Those  of  New  Eng- 
land have  an  origin  and  life  peculiarly  their 
own.  The  smallest  of  them  is  a  true  repre- 
sentative of  the  class. 

E.  ^y.  r. 

North  Tewksbuky, 

August  31,  1S88. 
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OUR  TOWN. 


CIIAPTKR  T. 

IN    15  1  LLE  K  I  C  A. 

Pkevious  to  incorponitioii,  'J\'\vl:sl)iiry 
belonged  to  wliiit  was  once  the  vast  town 
of  Billerica.  From  that  town,  founded  in 
1654,  were  taken  the  largest  part  of  lu^d- 
ford  in  1729,  the  whole  of  Wilniiiigloii  in 
1730,  of  Tewksbury  in  1734,  and  of  Car- 
lisle in  1780.  Billerica  received  its  grant 
from  the  town  of  Cambridge,  and  was  at 
first  some  thirt3^-five  miles  in  circuit,  requir- 
ing a  day's  journey  to  conijiass  it. 

As  early  as  17-5  a  movement  was  made, 
by  Jonathan  Bowers,  Samuel  Hunt,  and 
others,  to  establish  the  town  of  Wamesit, 
which  should  include  the  wdiole  Wamesit 
Purchase  of  2,500  acres,  some  2,000  of  which 
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l:iv  oil  tlio  oiluM'  side  of  tlic  C )r<l  lIIviM*; 
l)iit  this  t'lloi  t,  wliicli  \\  (thM  lia\  (i  r('t;ii 
tilt*  n:iino  (*f  Wiimcsil  iiiikhi^^  the  tow  ns  of 
tin*  Statt*,  was  u iisiici'('s.>.f ill. 

JVilIorit'a  at  lirsl  i ndiidt'd  all  the  laiul  cast 
of  the  Concord  Jiivc^*  in  this  i-cf^ion,  and 
south  of  the  Merriniacdv  liivei*  to  tlie 
Andover  line,  except  5()0  acres.  These 
formed  the  part  (►f  the  l?,r)00  acres  l)clon<^- 
inLT  to  tlu^  reservation  of  the  W'anicsit  In- 

o 

dians,  ^vhich  hiy  between  the  two  livers. 
Tlius  what  is  now  Tewksbury  shared  tlie 
liistory  of  IVdlerica.  TlKi  most  interesting 
])ortiou  of  that  history  is  the  early  experi- 
ence of  liillerica  with  the  Indians.  Their 
chief  seat  in  this  region  \vas  at  tlie  junction 
of  the  Concord  and  iMerrimack  rivers.  It 
was  known  as  Wamesit,  frum  the  name  of 
the  tribe.  Of  the  (ivi^  gr^'at  nations  which 
at  the  settlement  of  this  continent  dwelt 
between  the  Penobscot  and  Hudson  rivers, 
one  was  tlu^  Pawtucket,  S(*ated  on  the  ^h*r- 
rimack  and  Piscataipia  rivers.  'J  hev  were 
known  by  nunierous  names,  as  Pennaeooks, 
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A^awnnis,  Naamkeeks,  Piscnt'tiqnns,  and 
Wanu'sits.  I'hoir  name  Pawt  iickd  siirvivos 
at  tli(i  falls  al)Ove  Lowell.  AV^anu'siL  i^'tains 
its  hoM  in  Lowell  ami  at  ?^Iace's  Crossinj^. 
It  on^ht  to  have  been  i;ivcMi  to  this  tow  n  in- 
Bteacl  of  Tewl^sbury.  The  first  sa^^anujrea 
of  the  Wamesits  known  to  history  are  Ivun- 
nawit,  then  l*assaconuway,  then  W^inna- 
laneet. 

Fortunately  ^ve  have  a  description  from 
an  eye-witness  of  what  Wamesit  was  in 
1G74,  two  hundred  and  fourteen  years  ago. 
It  is  written  by  Danifl  (iookin,  who  came 
fi-om  A^ii'ginia  in  10  14  and  was  ap])oint(Hl  by 
the  Cleneral  Court  supi^rintendcnt  of  all  the 
Indians  who  had  submitted  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Massachusetts,  —  an  rjiliee  he  re- 
tained till  his  (K'ath  in  liiST,  —  a  man 
judicious,  honest,  g'^Uy,  i-esj)ected  and 
trustcil  by  all.  His  Historical  (^olK'ctions 
of  th*-3  Indians  in  New  I'higland  "  is  very 
iiiteresting  reading.  It  \vas  publidied  in 
lTl>l!,  an.l  re[)ublishrd  in  lS<)(j  by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Historical  Society.  His  descrip- 
tion of  W'iimesit  follows  :  — 
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Wainesit  is  the  fifth  praying  town  ;  and  this 
phico  is  situate  upon  tlio  ^Icrrimack  rivt  r,  Ijcini^ 
a  neck  of  hind,  where  Concoid  river  faUcth  into 
^Merrimack  river.  Jt  is  about  twenty  nilK's  from 
Boston,  north  nortliwest,  and  witliin  livu  rnih*s  of 
Billeriea  and  as  much  from  Chehnsford  ;  so  tliat 
it  hath  Concord  river  upon  the  wrst  nortliwest, 
aud  Merrinnick  river  upon  the  north  nortlieast 
It  hath  about  fifteen  families  ;  and  consequently, 
as  we  compute,  about  seventy-five  souls.  The 
quantity  of  land  beloniiing  to  it  is  a])out  twenty- 
live  hundred  acres.  I'he  land  is  fcrtih^,  and 
yieldeth  ])lenty  of  corn.  It  is  excellently  accom- 
modated with  a  lisliing  place,  and  there  is  taken 
variety  of  in  their  seasons,  as  salmon,  shads, 
lamprry  eels,  sturgeon,  bass,  and  divers  others. 
There  is  a  great  confluence  of  Indians,  that  usu- 
ally resort  to  this  place  in  the  lishing  seasons. 
Of  these  strange  Indians,  divers  are  vitious  and 
wicked  men  and  women  ;  which  Satan  makes  use 
of  to  obstruct  the  prosperity  of  religion  here. 
The  ruler  of  this  j)eople  is  calK-d  Numphow.  He 
is  oiH' of  the  blood  of  their  chief  sachems.  'I'Ik  ir 
teacher  is  called  Samuel,  son  to  the  rulei*,  a  y"ung 
man  of  good  parts,  and  can  speak',  read,  and  write 
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Kii^^llsli  aii.l  Indian  coniprtentl y.  He  is  one  of 
t)i()>e  (liat  wa^i  l)rc(l  up  at  scliool,  at  llic  cluirgo 
of  the  Coi  jioialion  Tur  ilie  Indians.  These  In- 
dians, if  ihcy  were  dilii^'cnt  and  industrious,  — 
to  whiidi  thry  liavti  bicu  fre(piently  excited, — 
nii^ht  ;:eL  nuieh  hy  llirir  fihh,  espi^cially  fresh 
sahuon,  which  iin^  of  cr^teern  and  good  price  lit 
Boston  in  the  season;  aihl  tlie  Indians  h(iin<: 
stored  with  !n)ri;e3  of  a  h)W  price,  niii;ht  furnisli 
the  niarkfl  fully,  heing  at  .so  small  ;i  distance. 
Anil  diverd  other  sorts  of  lisU  they  niii^ht  salt  or 
pickle,  as  stuigeon  and  bass;  which  would  be 
much  to  their  prolit.  But  notwithstanding  divers 
arguments  used  to  persuade  them,  and  some  or- 
ders made  to  encourage  them  ;  yet  their  idleness 
and  im[)ro'.  idence  iloth  hitherto  prevail. 

At  this  [)lace,  once  a  year,  at  the  beginning 
of  May,  the  ICnglish  magistrate  keeps  his  court, 
accompanied  with  Mr.  l^liot,  the  mini^tei*,  who  at 
this  Uu\o,  takes  his  opportunity  to  jtreaeh  not 
oidy  to  the  inhabitanis,  but  to  as  many  of  the 
strange  Indians  that  can  l)e  persuaded  to  hear 
him  ;  of  which  sort,  usually  in  times  of  peace, 
there  are  considerable  numbers  at  that  season. 
And  this  place  being  an  ancient  and  capital  seat 
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of  Indians,  thoy  coino  to  fisli  ;  aii<l  this  good 
man  takt's  this  opportunity  to  spread  tlu;  iicL  of 
tlie  gospel  to  fish  lor  tlicir  souls.  Hero  it  may 
not  be  impertinent  to  give  you  the  relation  lul- 
lowing. 

"  ^lay  5th,  1071,  according  to  our  usual  cus- 
tom, Mr.  Eliot  and  myself  took  our  journey  to 
Wamesit,  or  l^awtuckett ;  and  arriving  there  that 
evening,  ^Ir.  Eliot  preached  to  as  many  of  them 
as  could  be  got  together  out  of  INIatt.  xxii.  1-14, 
the  parable  of  the  marriage  of  the  king's  son. 
We  met  at  the  wigwam  of  one  called  Wannalan- 
cet,  about  two  miles  from  the  town,  near  Paw- 
tuckett  falls,  and  bordering  upon  oNlerrimack 
river.    This  person,  Wannalaucet,  is  the  oldest 
son  of  old  Pasaconoway,  the  cliii-fest  sachem  of 
Pawtuckett.    lie  is  a  sober  and  grave  person, 
and  of  years  between  fifty  and  sixty.    lie  hath 
been  always  loving  and  friendly  to  the  English, 
^lany  endeavors  have  been  used  several  years 
to  gain  this  sachem  to  embrace  the  Christian  re- 
ligion ;  but  he  hath  stood  olf  from  time  to  time 
and  not  yielded  up  himself  personally,  though 
for  four  years  past  he  hath  been  willing  to  hear 
the  word  of  God  preached,  and  to  keep  the  S:ib- 
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batli.  —  A  i^roat  reason  tliat  liath  Icr  pt  liiin  ofT,  I 
conceive,  hath  been  the  indisposition  and  averse- 
ness  of  sundry  of  his  chief  men  and  relations  to 
])ray  to  (Jod;  which  he  foresaw  would  desert 
liini,  in  case  he  turned  Christian.  —  r>ut  at  this 
time,  INIay  Otii,  1G7  1,  it  i)leased  God  so  to  influ- 
ence and  overcome  his  lieart,  that  it  being  i?ro- 
posed  to  him  to  i;ive  liis  answer  concerniiii^^  pray- 
ing to  (^od,  after  some  deliberation  and  terioua 
pause,  he  stood  uj)  and  made  a  S[)eech  to  this 
eHect :  — 

*'  '  Sirs,  you  have  been  pleased  for  four  years 
past,  in  your  abundant  love,  to  ap[)ly  yourselves 
particularly  unto  me  and  my  people,  to  exhort, 
press,  and  persuade  us  to  pray  to  CJoih  I  aiu 
very  thankful  to  you  for  your  pains.  I  mubt  ac- 
knowledge,* said  he,  '  1  have,  all  my  days,  used  to 
pass  in  an  old  canoe  [alluding  to  his  fieipient  cus- 
tom to  pass  in  a  canoe  upon  (he  river]  ;  and  now 
you  exhort  me  to  change  and  leave  my  old  canoe 
and  embark  in  a  new  canoe,  to  whicii  I  have  hith- 
erto been  unwilling  :  but  now  I  yichl  up  myself 
to  your  advice,  and  entrr  into  a  new  canoe,  and 
do  engage  to  j^ray  to  Clod  hereafter.' 

"This  his  professed  subjection  was  well  pleas- 
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ini^  to  all  tli:i(  wova  iircscnt,  of  wliidi  there  wore 
souk;  pci'soiis  ot"  (|ii;ili( y  ;  as  Mr.  Kicliar<l 

l)anicl,  a  ^'ciitK'man  that  HvcmI  in  Ihlh'rica,  ahoiit 
six  miles  oiT;  aihl  Lieutenant  1  h  iichnian,  a  neigh- 
bor at  Che'hnsford  ;  l)esi(K'>  hrotlu  i-  VA\ol  :uul  my- 
self, with  sundry  othc-rs,  I'hi^li.^h  and  Indians. 
!Mr.  Daniel  before  nametl  (l(\sii-ed  brother  l^liot  to 
tell  its  saclu.-m  fi'om  him,  that  it  may  be,  while 
lie  went  in  his  old  ean(K',  he  ))as>(,'d  in  a  (juiet 
stream  ;  but  the  end  tluti-eof  was  death  and  de- 
struction to  soul  and  body  :  ]>uL  now  h(i  went 
into  a  new  canoe,  pei'liaps  he  wouM  meet  ^vith 
storms  and  tiiaU;  but  yet  he  should  be  encour- 
aged to  persevei-e,  for  the  end  of  his  voyai^e 
would  be  everlastiuL'  lest.  AIoi-eONa-r  he  and  his 
people  weri;  exlnjrted  by  brtjther  lOliot  and  my- 
self, to  i;o  on  and  sanctity  tlai  Sabbatli,  to  hear 
the  word,  and  use  tin;  means  that  Ciod  hath  ap- 
pointed, and  eneourai^e  their  hearts  in  the  Lord 
their  God.  Since  that  time,  I  -hear  this  sachem 
doth  per.sevcre,  and  is  a  constant  and  dilii:(Mit 
hearer  of  God's  woid,  and  sanctilieih  tin;  S;d)- 
b:ith,  thoui^di  he  doth  ti-;iV(d  to  \\'ame.>il  met-ting 
every  Sabbath,  which  is  above  two  miles  ;  ami 
though  sunilry  of  his  people  have  deserted  him 


i 

I 

\ 
1 


t 

i 

\ 
i 

i 


jM)Ian  wars.  9 

since  ho  sul^jected  to  tlie  <^ospol,  yet  he  continues 
and  pcr.si>ts. 

In  this  town  they  observe  tlie  same  civil  and 
religious  orders  as  in  other  towns,  and  have  a 
constable  and  other  oHicers. 

^'This  people  of  AVaniesit  suHered  more  in  the 
late  war  with  the  INIawhawks  than  any  other 
])raying  town  of  Indians  :  for  divers  of  their  peo- 
ple were  slain  ;  others,  woundrd  ;  and  some,  car- 
ried into  captivity  ;  which  Providence  hath  much 
hindered  the  prosperous  estate  of  this  place." 

With  Billerica  this  region  passed  through 
all  the  terror  and  calamities  of  Indian  \var- 
fare.  But  the  conversion  of  the  Waincsits 
stood  tliis  section  in  good  stead,  'i'hey  re- 
mained, though  often  nnjustly  susj^ected 
and  even  ill-treated,  the  frieiuhs  of  the 
\vhites.  From  otlier  tribes,  wandering  and 
marauding,  IVdlerica  suiTereil.  ('owley,  in 
his  Memories  of  tlii^  Indians  and  Pioneers 
of  the  liegion  of  Lowell,"  stati\s  that  some 
of  another  tribe  visited  that  part  of  llilb'rica 
now  Tewksbury,  and  killed  Jehu  liogt'rs 
and  fourteen  others.  Colonel  Joseph  Lynde, 
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of  Cliarlostown,  with  1)00  arnuMl  iikmi,  r:ing(Hl 
tlie  swamps  .'iroimd  licix',  but  foiiiul  no  1  l  aco 
of  the  foe.  l^yiule's  I  [ill,  wliirli  he  fcjrlifit'd 
and  for  some  time  ^^arrisoiuul,  ])i-est'rvi*s  his 
name.  Fort  Hill  was  first  used  fur  defence 
by  the  AV'amesits. 

In  various  parts  of  this  town  tlie  Indians 
and  earlier  races  have  hd't  tlieir  traces.  Mr. 
FoUansbee,  near  the  Tewksbury  line  in  An- 
dover,  has  a  large  collection  of  rude  weapons 
Avhicli  he  claims  belonged  to  the  rude  pco})le 
of  the  Stone  Age. 

A  hatchet  used  for  stripping  the  bark 
from  trees  was  found  on  the  farm  of  the 
State  Almshouse,  and  also  some  arrow 
heads.  A  few  years  ago,  on  the  farm  of 
Ml'.  Jesse  L.  Trull,  was  picked  up  a  mor- 
tar left  by  some  careless  stpuiw  after  bruis- 
ing the  family  corn. 

It  is  said  that  after  the  war  the  \Vam(^sit 
chief  visited  Kev.  Mr.  Flske  of  ChelmsrnrcL 
To  his  (piestion  wlu'thcr  they  had  sulTcreJ 
much,  Mr.  Fiske  rcplird  No,''  and  dcvt)utly 
thanked  God.        Mc  next,"  said  Wanna- 
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l:uiret.  Tt  was  a  truly  devout  corrootiDn  of 
tlu'  ouiissioii  ol"  (lie  aiuMils  itod  used  to  savo 
iliis  region  from  even  more  fearful  suffer- 
ings than  it  endured. 


CHAPTER  ir. 


T  U  K    15  i:  G  I  N  N  1  N  G. 

Tewksiutuy,  like  the  great  republic  to 
wliich  it  l)olonir.s,  liad  a  r(ili</ious  oriorin. 
Not  con(|iiest,  nor  coininercc^,  nor  science, 
not  the  passion  for  discovery  or  adventure, 
founded  the  United  States,  or  indeed  dis- 
closed this  great  contiuiuit,  hut  religion. 
Literally  true  of  New  J^]ugland  are  the 
^vords  of  Mrs.  Ilemans  : 

"  What  sought  they  thus  afar  ? 
Bright-jewels  of  tlie  mine? 
The  wealtii  of  seas,  the  spoils  of  war? 
Tiiey  soii;^'lit  a  faith's  j)iire  shriue. 

"  Ay,  call  it  holy  grouiul, 

The  soil  wlicro  first  they  trod  ; 
They  liavo  left  unstained  what  ih«.re  they  found,  — 
Freedom  to  ^vurshi^)  God.'' 

The  p(M)ple,  in  tliis  part  of  ancient  l^ille- 
rica  found  it  a  heavy  bui-deJiou  the  Sabbath 
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diiys  to  roach  tlie  ancient  nieoting-lioiise. 
Oxen  were  nmnerous,  liorses  rare,  carriages 
in  sections  like  this  almost  unknown.  Often 
a  woman  would  carry  a  babe  live  or  six 
miles  to  attend  divine  worsliip.  Many  rode 
liorseback  to  church,  the  wife  or  children  on 
the  same  animal  witli  the  husband,  aloni^ 
what  tiie  ancient  records  call  the  ^'bridal 
path.''  The  people  here  desired  to  liave  a 
meeting-house  of  their  own,  or  to  be  set 
apart  by  themselves.  On  iMay  lo,  1733, 
they  asked  Billerica  to  erec^t  a  meeting- 
house in  the  centre  of  the  town,  or  so  as  to 
accommodate  the  northerly  part  of  tlie  town, 
upon  the  Town's  cost,  or  set  thcui  ofT,  so 
tluit  tliey  may  maintain  preaching  among 
tliemselves."  At  lirst  reluctant,  Billerica 
finally  voted  to  grant  their  petition,  and  set 
tliem  olT  with  two  thirils  of  the  hu*.d  be- 
tween the  liillerica  nuH'ting-housi^,  and  the 
Andover  line,  by  a  parallel  line  extending 
from  Concord  Iviver  to  Wilniiugton  line,  if 
the  inhabitants  on  the  southeasterly  side  of 
Shawshin  "  River  be  willing  to  join  with 
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tliem.  Tliis  (liKil  condition,'*  says  i\Ir. 
]laz<'n  in  his  Ili.slory  of  lii Ulrica/'  ^^callrd 
out,  a  [Petition  [v()\\\  Sannirl  limit  and  otli- 
ers  to  tlie  (irneral  (_\)urt  priiyin^^  for  i1h3 
grant  of  a  town  with  tli('s<3  hounds,  or  a 
committee  to  examine  and  rciport."  The 
hitter  was  done,  and  as  a  result  Tcwkahunj 
icas  hicorporaled  December  23,  1734. 

The  new^  town  received  some  l),Or)0  of  tlie 
25,000  acres  then  included  in  Ijillerica. 
The  following  families  from  Jjillerica  were 
taken  into  Tewksbury. 


Brown, 

2 

Mai-liall, 

Farmer, 

2 

Ncedhaiii, 

French, 

2 

Frost, 

3 

Patten, 

Hall, 

2 

Peacock, 

HasoUine, 

2 

Ki  chard  son 

limit, 

Uo^'(M'S, 

Kidder, 

1 

Slicd, 

Kittredge, 

11 

Stickncy, 

Lcvistoiio, 

2 

Trull, 

^launiiii^S 

2 

AVhiiin^, 

If  any  one  person  has  the  honor  of  being 
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tlio  f;\tli(M'  of  Our  Town,  it  is  Saniud  Hunt. 
As  si.'cn  ;il)t)vo,  he  ^vas  tli('  first;  t  >  iiiow*.  for 
tlie  incor[)oralion  of  tlie  town  of  Waniesit, 
juul  lie  leads  the  petition  for  what  hecarne 
^J'ewksl.tury. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  tliis  town  was 
named  for  Te^wkesbury,  ]^]nglanih  No  fam- 
ily among  us  traces  its  trans-athmt ie  home 
to  tliat  phice.  A\'hat  folloxNs  gives  the  only 
reason  found  for  its  name.  In  an  account 
of  tlie  orii^in  of  the  names  of  New  England 
towns,  read  by  ]\Ir.  W.  H.  Whitmore,  A.  M., 
before  the  Massachusetta  Historical  Society, 
he  says : 

TK  WKSBUll  Y,  IX'c.  2;?,  1 73  i.  Act:' 
This  is  the  name  of  a  town  in  ( 1  h)Uct'sttM'- 
shire,  l^ngland,  famous  for  its  abbey.  It 
liad  been,  however,  one  of  the  tithes  of 
Georire  II.,  who  was  in  ITUG  made  JJaroii 
Tewkesbury,  Viscount  Northalleilon,  l']arl 
of  Milfonl-IIaven,  Marquess  and  IHike  of 
Cambridgt\  In  171-1  he  becanui  l^rinei^  of 
AVahvs  ;  and  on  his  aec<*ssion  in  17-7  all 
his  dignities  merged  in   the  crown.  Still 
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tliia  use  of  tlio  ikuuo  is  tlie  most  pr()]);il)l(3 
rciison  for  its  ailoplion  lierr.^ 

The  first  town  meeting  was  January 
14,  17o5.  Lieutenant  Danl.  Kittreilgo  was 
moderator.  All  its  business  seems  to  have 
been  the  eh^ction  of  oflicers.  The  following 
-were  ehosen  : 

Selectmen,     Lt.  Daniel  Kittredge. 

]Mk.  James  Hunt,  Jk. 
JosEni  Kittredge. 
"   John  French. 
Nathan  Pattin. 
^'Town   Clerk,  Nathan   Pattin.  ^lown 
Treas.  Nathan  Shed.    \Vu\.  Kittredge,  Sur- 
veyor of  Flax  and  Hemp." 

*  The  Rev.  W.  A.  Keesc,  wliosc  suintiier  liomc  is  in 
Lunonhurp:,  informs  nie  that  tlie  name  of  that  town  illus- 
trates a  custom  of  those  days.  Lunenbutj^  .vas  founded 
in  172^,  and  was  n.'uned  in  honor  of  (Je»jr;ze  the*  Second, 
who  was  also  Duke  of  Lumnliur*;,  The  Kinj^  acknowl- 
edged the  honor  hv  ]>re>entln<;  a  hell  to  the  town  whii  h 
lacked  facilities  for  transportinj^  the  ;,'ift  to  its  destina- 
tion. It  was  ]daced  in  Kini;*d  Chapel,  Buston,  where  it 
is  i'aid  to  remain  unto  this  day. 
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At  tlie  lU'xl  iiUH'ting,  ,I:iim:n-y  Olst,  tlio 
firsl  voli'  was  to  flioose  ii  (•oiuiniUtMi  to  scltlo 
the  line  bclwei'ii  I)iller"u*:L  and  Tewkshury. 
This  business  Avas  long  delat  ed,  iind  oidy 
settled  after  nuieli  deliberation  and  dider- 
eiice  with  the  reliietant  Hillerlea.  "Apr. 
1735:  "  Voted  and  chose  Mr.  Enggals  artis 
to  assist  to  lind  a  eentn^  of  lln-ir  town." 
The  second  vote  levied  a  town  rate  of  £30 
chai'ges  to  be  made  by  th(^  last  assessment 
in  Billeriea.  The  third  vote  was  to  clioose 
a  comraittee  to  view  Andov(?r  old  meet- 
ingdiouse  frame,"  and  ordered  said  commit- 
tee to  "  report  to  ye  town  at  ye  [idjourn- 
ment  of  said  meeting."  This  committee, 
Mr.  Peter  Hunt,  Mr.  James  Kittredgo, 
Jr.,  an»l  Mr.  Win.  Jirown,  performed  tlu-ir 
work  and  reported  the  frame  'vsound  ex- 
cept l!  or  t]  sticks."  Nothing  more  is  heard 
of  the  Andowr  frame;  but  ir.  the  fourth 
town  meeting  —  for  town  meetings  were 
thicker  than  praver-mcctings  then — camo 
the  vote,  February  13,  173.3,  Daniel  Kit/- 
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Iredge  niodcriitor,  tli;it.  the)'  l)iiiltl  a  new 
iiicetini^-lioiisc."  Marcli  lOlli,  Jolm  Frencli, 
Sam.  Hunt,  Jr.,  James  Kitlretlge,  Jr.,  Abra- 
ham Stickiu'v,  ami  Peler  Hunt  were  elected 
a  committee  fur  that  purpuhse. 


CHAPTER  in. 
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Maiu'II  IOtii,  Voted  that  ilu-y  would 
not  act  ii[)()n  ye  first  article  in  the  warrant 
at  this  lime,"  which  wa.':^  ''to  agree  of  v/hat 
bigness  their  meeting-house  slionld  be.'' 
*'  July  0th,  voted  that  tlie  bigness  should 
be  48  ft.  long,  and  30  ft.  wide,  and  12  ft. 
high  between  '  joynts.'  " 

Sept.  20th,  1735,  Voted  that  they  would 
have  preaching  in  ye  town,  and  that  they 
^vould  meet  at  ye  house  of  John  French 
Jr.  upon  ye  Sabbath  Days  anil  woi'ship 
God."  lSovenil)er  Ttli,  l/u.-utenant  Daniel 
Kittredge,  Samuel  Hunt,  J^.,  and  John 
Freneh  were  chosen  a  committee  to  provide 
a  preacher,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  ''  stated 
time  to  bc^gln  yit  Public  Wor.ship  in  ye  Sab- 
bath Days  shall  be  ten  a  Clock  in  ye  morn- 
ing, that  ye  time  of  intermission  between 


1 


20  om  TOWN, 

exercises  sliould  bci  one  liuui'and  a  half,  .'iiid 
that  tliey  wouUl  tiiiig  Ui:it  way  that  is  now 
calK'd  ye  ii(!W."  Then  'SJoseph  Hailcy  and 
Nathan  Stlckney  were  ehoscn  to  tune  and 
read  ye  psahns.'^ 

After  nuieh  «leliberation  on  tlie  site,  after 
troubles  and  disai)pointinents  many,  ehanges 
of  eoniniittees,  etc.,  they  a})}H'ar  to  have 
finislied  their  meeting-liouse  about  the  close 
of  1737.  Interesting*  are  some  of  the  votes 
preceding  that  time:  June  10th,  voted  that 
they  would  raise  their  meeting-house  by  a 

teaele  ;  "  that  they  wouKl  not  pi'ovide  for 
the  raising  their  meeting-house  by  a  r.ite  ; 
and  that  they  would  raise  a  town  rate  of 
,£200  for  the  buildiuLC  of  thulr  meetin^r- 
house. 

After  the  completion  of  the  mreting- 
house,  the  next  important  question  was  the 
seating  of  it.  They  had  many  di'libcrations 
and  many  methods  proposed.  Disputes  for 
precedence  seem  to  have  bc;en  as  high  among 
them  as  amonir  the  wives  of  our  AVashin<c- 
ton  oilicials  to-day.    First,  in  December, 
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1737,  thoy  to  seat  tluMr  iiuH^tini^- 

liouse,  iuul  to  icspi  i'L  boili  to  iiiomy 

and  ii</c  in  seiitinj^  the  nieulinij-Iiouse,  to 
age  all  above  sixty  years;"  'Mo  seat  tlie 
meeting-house  hy  one  head,  real  and  ]U'r- 
sonal,  going  baek  to  the  llrst  assessnu-nt  that 
was  made  in  Tewksbnry  ;  "  to  leave  the 
pewa  room  joyning  to  the  i»ul[)it,  one  on  tlio 
right  hand  and  one  on  the  left  —  one  for 
the  minister  and  one  for  tlie  town  ;  to-dis- 
pose  of  the  room  that  remains  left  for  pews 
to  tlie  liighest  payers,  giving  the  highest 
])ayer  the  hrst  ehoiee,  and  if  he  refuse  to 
make  his  choiee,  the  next  highest  })ayer, 
and  on  till  tlie  abovci  said  jiew  ro()m  be 
taken  up;  that  such  pen-sons  as  shall  make 
choiee  of  the  above  said  pews  obligcvl  to 
ceil  the  meeting-house  sides  against  their 
])(^\vs  up  as  liigh  as  the  bottoui  uf  tlie  lower 
windows.''  F.aler  tin*  town  obliged  the 
pew-owners  lo  glaze  the  wiiub»\\s  opposite 
their  respective  pews,  auil  kee[>  >uch  [n)rtion 
of  the  luceting-house  in  pn>per  re]»air. 

The  p''\\s  were  not  all  built  at  onee,  but 
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for  several  yenrs  jHM'niissions  n])p(Mn'  to  cer- 
liiin  persons  to  huild  om^  or  more  pews. 
Tlie  galliM'ies  were*  not  (^ven  iinislied  till 
later.  There  ap})ears  liesitiit 'u)ii  to  eiirry  (»ut 
the  plans  of  ratin<^,  ele.,  U)V  we  find  that,  the 
committee  hiiving  faihMl  to  do  tlieir  duty, 
another  was  chosen,  with  dufinite  instrnc- 
tions  '^to  see  who  tlie  higliest  payer  was 
from  their  first  being  a  town  and  in  1742 
tlie  following  vote  falls  like  a  ciaek  of  a 
Avhip  upon  the  dilatory  :  That  the  select- 
men build  a  pew  for  tlunr  minister  forth- 
with.'' 

A  ])lan  of  the  pews  miglit  be  eonstructinl 
from  tlie  locations  described  in  the  rc'Ci)rds. 
Their  prices  are  given,  but  it  is  not  worlli 
while  to  quote  them. 

It  is  time  to  turn  to  the  minister  of  whose 
pew  we  hear.  January  17, -1730,  eleven 
monlhs  before  the  completion  of  the  meet- 
ing-liousi^  ''Voted  that  Mv.  Sami)sc)n 
Spauhling  of  Chelmsford  should  be  our 
^lini^ter  u[)on  'his  acco|)ling  our  Choice^  — 
also  to  -  chose  a  Committee  to  treat  with 
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Mr.  Sampson  SpauKling  wluuu  wo  liavc 
clioscn  to  (uir  IMiiiistrr,  and  to  make 
return."  L\-l)ruary  7,  IToO,  V(>tc'(l  to  i^ivo 
I\Ir.  Sampson  S[)aiiKrmy*,  wlujm  tlicy  made 
c'lioico  on  for  llioir  minister,"  yearly  for 
Ills  salary  £l'J.O  sterling,  ac.'oi'ding  to  the 
valuation  of  grain  now  received  among  us 
—  Iiulian  Corn  at  G/per  bush,  and  wlieat 
at  10/  per  bnsli.,  and  Rie  at  S/  per  bush. 
also  to  give  Mr.  Sampson  S[)aulding  whom 
the  Town  has  made  choice  on  for  their  Min- 
ister even  for  liis  settlement  among  them 
<£30U,  and  to  i>ay  the  same  at  threii  ]^ay- 
ments,  namely  £100  a  year,  till  the  wholes 
sum  be  paid." 

In  those  days  the  calling,  the  ordination, 
and  the  settlement  of  a  minister  were  im- 
portant and  solemn  events.  'lUo  bond  be- 
tween the  people  and  thri i' spirit  ual  IcacK-rs, 
like  that  of  marriage,  was  not  lightly  tied 
or  broken.  U1ie  whole  town  had  an  in- 
terest in  all  that  pertained  t(^  the  church 
and  its  clergy ma.-ii.  llow  close  was  that 
intinjacy  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the 
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first  bnsinos^^  of  tlie  town  nieolliig  lifter 
organizing  was  usually  to  vote  wliat  the 
minister's  salary  should  be  for  the  coming 
year.  It  varied  with  the  times  and  v.due  of 
money.  How  intimately  town  and  ehurcli 
were  connected  appears  also  from  such  a 
vote  as  this,  "  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
chosen  to  recommend  Pierce  R.  Red  and 
others  into  the  religious  society  in  said 
town."  This  union  of  church  and  state,  in 
Avliich  almost  all  believed  in  those  days,  but 
in  which  no  one  believes  now,  continued  till 
about  1840,  when  the  votes  on  tlie  minister's 
salarj^  and  all  business  (jf  repairing  the 
church  and  paying  necessary  expenses,  drop 
silently  from  the  records. 

September,  173G,  a  fast  was  voted  for  the 
20th  day  of  November,  in  ortler  for  calling 
a  minister;"  then,  in  due  -order,  it  was 
voted  that  the  selectmen  appoint  the  fast 
for  calling  the  minister,  and  provide  minis- 
ters for  said  fast.  iMitertainment  ami  ex- 
penses were  also  voted.  October,  17o7, 
voted      that   Mr.  Sampson   iSpaulding  of 
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CluOni^fortl,  \vl)()!ii  yv,  town  li;ul  uuuli^  cliolce 
on  for  llicir  ininistiM*,  sliould  lir  ordiiincHl  on 
the  IGtli  clay  of  Nov.  next,  salving  if  the 
Thank.s<j;ivini^^  [another  great  occasion]  put 
it  not  by,  and  if  it  did,  then  two  Aveeks  fol- 
low! n<^^  on  ^Vedne3day  ye  •22nd  of  the  same 
month,  and  to  have  thi'ee  men  for  a  coin- 
mlttee  to  provide  ministers  and  messengers 
for  said  ordination."     Lieutenant  Daniel 
Kittredge,  Mr.  John  French,  and  ^Iv.  Sam- 
uel Hunt,  Jr.,  were  the  three.    Voted  also 
that  the  house  of  Sergeant  John  French 
should  be  the  phice  of  entertainment  for 
ministers  and   m(^ssengers  at  said  ordina- 
tion, and  that  the  provision  made  for  n)in- 
isters  and   messengers  at   the  ordination 
shall  bo  provided  by  the  discretion  of  the 
committee  chosen  for  tliat  puri)ose."  All 
passed  olT  as  desired,    l^^'om  that  time  we 
have  the  guidancii  of  Mr.  Spaulding  in  the 
records  ()f  the  cliurch,  transi'ribed  through 
his  long  life  by  his  own  hand.    In  these 
records,  after  giving  the  solemn  church  cov- 
enant, —  a  document  well  worth  reading,  — 
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Mr.  Spaiildinf^  pivcs  the  record  of  liia  rail 
ami  ordination.  Tlio  revurmd  elders  tliat 
assisted  in  his  ordination  were:  Mr.  Jno. 
Hancock,  of  LexiiiL^ton,  and  his  son  Mhcn- 
ezer ;  Mr.  Sampson  Stoddard,  of  (Jhehns- 
ford  ;  ^{v.  Samuel  liugi^les,  of  Dilleriea  ; 
Mr.  Thomas  Parker,  of  Draout;  and  Mr. 
Nicolas  Howes,  of  lied  Torch  ]\Ir.  Parker 
opened  the  solemnity  hy  praycn*.  Mr.  Ung- 
gles  preached  the  sermon,  fi'oin  2  Cor.  xii. 
14  :  ^'  Fur  1  Si'cl:  not  f/otirs^  bnl  j/ou.''  Mr. 
Hancock  gave  tlie  char^<',  ami  Mr.  Stod- 
dard the  liand  of  follow sliip.  Thus  tlio 
lirst  pastor  in  'rewkshury  was  laum  hod  on 
his  long  and  successful  career.  For  three- 
score years,  in  peace  and  war,  in  prosperity 
and  adversity,  he  shared  the  experiences  of 
the  people  of  tlie  entire  to\vn,  when  there 
was  one  ilocic  and  (^ne  sheplierd. 

Touching  is  the  record  of  the  doings  of 
the  church,  the  baptisms  administered,  the 
inarriages  performed,  and  the  deaths  solem- 
nized, during  those  sixty  vears.  It  is  inter- 
esting and  [)atlietic  to  read  his  own  life  in  the 
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lonp^  rtHV)r(l,  and  (iVCMi  by  tlio  liaiidwriting. 
At  first  smnewliat  sliiY  in  youth,  it  grows 
ductile  with  years,  and  then  with  age  be- 
conu^s  unsteady  and  slilT  again,  until  at 
last  in  tlie  letters  aj^pear  the  dim  eye,  and 
unsteady  nerves,  till  iinally  the  pen  drops 
from  the  aged  hand.  Then,  in  chUercnt 
writing,  j)robably  his  widow's,  comes  tliis 
entry  uncK-r  tlie  list  of  deaths:  '-The  lu.^v. 
Sam[>son  S}>aukling  Died  Dec.  ye  lotli 
ITOli,"  a  month  and  two  days  short  of  sixty 
years  from  the  time  he  was  the  choice  of 
the  Town  to  be  tlieir  INIinister." 

'J'he  same  formalities  marked  tlie  installa- 
tion of  Mr.  Ikirton  in  171)2,  and  the  ordina- 
tion of  ^Ir.  Coggin  in  1801),  willi  this  addi- 
tion, which  shows  the  growth  of  the  town. 
At  the  two  solemn  councils  held  on  these 
occasions  we  note  the  presence  of  ministers, 
inessengei-s,  and  scholars  ;  that  a  committee 
was  chosen  to  aid  in  preserving  order  and 
legally  empowered;  and  that  the  crowd  was 
too  great  for  the  usual  strengtli  of  tlie  g;il- 
lerics,  which  were  ordered  to  be  pro])})ed, 
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and  a  ''scnfTold"  for  the  niiiiistei's  was 
voted  to  ho  l)iiilt,  so  tlmt  tlie  services  mif^lit 
be  lield  out  of  doors  if  llie  \veallier  per- 
mitted. 

Before  passing  from  the  ehureli  it  may 
be  well  to  notice  that  the  town  voted  ^iO 
for  several  years  from  1700  to  Lieutenant 
Thomas  Wood  for  meetin.g  with  and  in- 
structing the  singers.  In  1708,  It  was 
voted  that  the  town  will  have  the  I>ass  Viol 
or  some  other  instrument  of  mu.sick  to  bo 
introduceil  into  the  meeting-houses  for  the 
help  of  the  vocal  part  of  the  musick  to  i)er- 
form  the  divine  i)art  of  worship  in  tlie  Sab- 
bath and  other  davs  of  ])ul)lic  worship." 
1788,  Voted  and  accepted  the  singers  plan 
for  the  use  sin<iin<r." 

o  o 

In  1822  tliey  voted  to  build  a  new  '^  eet- 
ing-house,  which  was  finally  done  in  the 
most  satisfactory  manner,  the  town  passing 
a  nuaninu)us  vote  of  thanlcs  to  their  com- 
mittee, Josiali  Rrown,  Jos.  Hiown,  Jr., 
Jesse  Trull,  AVm.  Rogers,  and  Dudley  Mar- 
tin.   Their  report  on  tlie  records  is  a  model 
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in  chiroc^M'iiphy  and  contcMits.  'J'lie  builillng 
cost  84,500.01.  'J'lui  pews  sold  for  8'">,o91), 
leaving  a  balance  of  'S'SOS.OO. 

In  1825  the  bell  was  (exchanged  for  one 
wciL;hini^  1,850  lbs.,  which  still  calls  us  to- 
gether, and  now  tln-ough  the  new  clock 
strikes  the  passing  hours.  The  one  ex- 
changed had  been  added  the  year  previous 
from  some  surphis  money. 

The  sixth  of  Jnly,  1824,  was  tlie  day  ap- 
pointed for  dedicating  the  new  meeting- 
house. Fifteen  prominent  men  were  chosen 
a  committee  of  arrangements,  which  were 
carried  out  with  due  style  and  solemnity. 
They  voted  to  sell  the  pciws,  except  one  on 
each  side,  and  one  to  be  selected  by  the  sell- 
ing committee  and  Mr.  Cog^in  for  the 
minister's  i)ew,  and  to  sell  in  the  same  order 
as  in  the  former  hous",  if  they  will  JKiy,'' 
and  also  with  ])iiW3  to  ♦rive  rights  to  build 
horse-sheds.  The  thanks  of  the  town  for  a 
clock  were  voted  to  Mr.  Jesse  U'rull,  —  a 
gentleman  quite  prominent  in  town  atTairs 
in  the  liist  quarter  of  this  century.  From 
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1^11  to  1S22  lui  i\'i)i-es(*nU'd  tlio  town  in 
the  legislature  niiu;  times.  11  is  iiaiiie  is  the 
only  one  wliifh  apiK^ars  on  the  ri'cords  as 
representative  diirinL^  that  period. 

It  was  ncjt  till  1737  that  llljcrt}^  was 
granted  ''for  individnals  to  warm  the  meet- 
ing-honse."  It  app(^ar3  to  have  been  an 
apprechited  elTort,  for  next  year  pay  was 
voted  for  pews  to  make  room  for  stoves  for 
that  ])urpose.  We  can  hardly  conceive  of 
any  nse  for  the  pews  without  the  stoves. 

The  time  between  the  services  was  so  brief 
that  the  p(^ople  liad  no  opportunity  of  going 
home,  (li'ouj)s  would  club  together  and 
build  and  warm  small  houses,  called  Sab- 
ba-day  houses.  There  a  pleasant  season  was 
spent  in  eating  hmch,  exchanging  the  news, 
and  also  discussing  the  sermon.  A  desc(nul- 
ant  of  one  of  tlie  earliest  f.imilies  in  Tewks- 
bury,  writing  to  a  friend,  thus  sj)eaks  of 
them  from  memory:  '*  In  those  times  thero 
was  no  iire  in  the  church  and  intermission 
was  short,  not  suillcient  time  to  go  Iiomo  so 
far,  as  the  old  house  was  opposite  tliat  of  Mr. 
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Diiv'ul  liogers.  Tlierefore  liis  [^n'eat-graiul- 
fatlier  built  liiin  wliat  wan  ohIUmI  :i  Sabba- 
day  liuuse  on  bis  own  land,  wliere  tbey  could 
go  and  warm  by  a  lire,  and  in  tbe  oven  was 
tbeir  dinner.  Others  were  often  invited 
with  tlie  family.  Some  think  li<^liily  (jf  those 
bouses,  but  I  have  a  great  reverence  and 
rci^pect  for  them,  llie  cellar-hole  is  on  my 
land  in  Tewksbury,  alih(ai^li  liri'S  have 
several  times  burnt  around  and  in  it.  There 
has  an  oak-tree  come  up  years  ago,  and 
lives  through  it  all.  Probably  there  the 
sermon  and  services  were  discussed,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  good  arose  from  that 
place.'* 

I'hrough  the  conversion  of  a  luimber  of 
families  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town 
in  the  great  rcivival  in  J^owell  under  the 
Avell-known  Elder  Jacob  Knapp,  the  Bai)tist 
sentiment  crystalli/j  d  into  a  (Miureh  and 
Society  in  1843.  'J'heir  mee  ting  house  was 
built  the  same  year  and  stands  in  one  of 
the  finest  situations  in  Nortli  Tewksbury. 
It  has  bcLii  lately  much  improved. 


CIIAPTICR  IV. 


I  N    T  II  li:    u  i:  V  ()  L  U  T  I  O  N. 

The  civil  liiatory  of  Tewksbiiry,  as  well 
as  her  religious,  gives  her  a  [)lae(^  among  the 
honored  list  of  New  England  towns  which 
helped  to  found  and  th(Mi  t()  defcMid  the  I'e- 
puMic.  Iler  nuMi  served  in  the  French  and 
Indian  wars  in  llie  vai'ious  ])laces  and  limes 
in  tlie  history  of  the  ProN  Ince  and  State 
where  troops  were  required. 

A  vote  was  tried  May  17o7,  to  see 
if  the  town  would  send  a  representative  to 
the  (Jeneral  ( \uirf ,  and  it  passed  in  lln^  ^^^'g- 
ative.  Onlv  oiuiii  l>efor(i  the  time  of  the 
Revolution,  in  17r>l,  and  thon'  no  choice  ap- 
p(\irs,  was  il  decided  to  send  a  rcprrsentative. 
They  voted  to  trust  to  the  mercies  of  the 
Court.  Hut  as  soon  as  danger  to  the  Prov- 
inces appeared,  no  convention  or  political 
assembly   lacked  a  delegate  from  Tewks- 
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bury.  IMaiiy  of  tli<'S(^  wci'o  at ((Midcd  \vlH'n 
lifi»  niiglil  l>o  f(»i  i\'itc'J  fur  taking  j^nrt  in  tlio 
proceed i  11  f;-.s.  'J'ime  ])r(^veiits  us  from  follow- 
ing ill  detail  the  long  list  of  conventions, 
etc.,  to  draft  forms  of  government,  ad(.'pt 
constitutions,  or  regulate  j)riL'es  in  time  of 
Avar.  Tlio  town  meelings  also,  at  times 
held  every  few  days,  Avero  occupi<,'d  oftrii  in 
this  same  essential  business.  Thus  were 
the  constitutions  of  our  Slates  and  of  the 
United  States  hammered  out  article  by  ar- 
ticle until  they  were  fitted  to  endure  the 
test  of  use  and  time. 

February  8,  1773,  the  first  note  of  the 
coming  strife  sounds  in  the  town  records. 
Tlien  Tewksbury  voted  to  choose  ii  commit- 
tee of  correspondence  Avith  tlie  town  of  Bos- 
ton, and  Mr.  Ezra  Ivindall,  Aaron  lieard, 
John  Needham,  NathaiTud  Ileywc^od,  and 
David  Trull  were  chosen  ;  and  then  it  was 
voted  to  adjourn  to  iMarch  to  hear  their  draft, 
which  was  accepted.  The  warrant  of  Sep- 
tember, 1774,  contains  an  articKi  to  see  if 
the  town  will  appoint  one  or  more  delegates 
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to  attend  a  Provincial  niectin;^  at  Concord  ; 
and  anolliL'i-  article  to  sec  if  the  town  will 
j)rovide  some  fire  arnies  and  more  annuunl- 
tion  and  chose  a  con^imittce  to  provide  for 
the  same."  Sei)teml)er  1^1,  177-1,  seven 
montlis  before  the  battle  of  Lexington,  they 
voted  to  buy  more  j^owder  for  a  town  stock, 
and  to  buy  two  more  barrels  of  powd^.-r  in 
addition  to  the  town  stock,  and  to  leave  it 
with  ye  committee  to  ])rovide  bullets  arul 
flints  as  they  shall  think  proper."  Six  days 
after  they  met  accordin*^  to  adjournnu'nt, 
and  chose  Mr.  tlonathau  Brown  as  Dele- 
gatii  for  the  Provincial  meeting  to  be  liolden 
at  Concord  on  ye  second  Tuesday  of  (Jctober 
next."  In  November  was  considered  the  ar- 
ticle in  the  warrant  whether  the  constables 
be  directed  b}^  a  vote  of  the  town  to  i)ay 
the  money  that  they  shall  have  or  shall  col- 
lect of  the  Province  tax  to  llcnry  Caidiner, 
Kscp,  of  Stow,  according  to  i\u)  directions  of 
the  Provincial  Congress."  .March,  177'), 
they  voted  to  iiulemnify  the  assessors  for 
not  making  returns  to  Harrison  Gray,  Esq. 
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Thoy  then  votcil  to  rahe  mhinte-incn^  —  it 
was  high  time  after  ]);issii)g  sucli  votes,  — 
and  to  give  their  niiiiute-inen  five;  shillings 
apiece  for  every  lialf  (hiy  in  the  week  that 
they  train  till  further  notice.'^ 

March  0,  ITTf),  voted  to  cliooso  a  comniit- 
tee  to  suppress  disorders  in  town.  A  larg(3 
comniitteti  of  their  best  men  was  cliosen.  It 
was  none  too  soon,  for  in  a  little  over  six 
\veeks  their  minute-men  nnist  mareh  to 
face  the  veterans  of  (ireat  Britain  at  Con- 
cord, and  it  would  never  do  to  leavi^  'J'ory 
sympathizers  in  the  town  to  aid  the  enemy. 
That  there  were  Tories  then  in  Tewkshury 
is  clear,  for  afterward,  Mareh,  1T71>,  they 
chose  ^{\\  Ezra  Kimlall  as  agent  to  care  for 
the  Tory  farms  in  Tewkshury.  This  meet- 
ing, at  which  men  and  money  were  voted, 
was  lu'ld  Mareli  lUh.  April  the  emhat- 
tled  farmers  at  Concord  and  Lexington,  'vS 
Emerson  says,  lired  tlni  bhot  heard  round 
the  world.'' 

Tewkshury  was  roused  that  famous  night, 
or  rather  morning,  hy  one  of  the  n<en  started 
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h\  V[\\\\  IvCvoiH'.  on  Ills  f;iinc)iis  ride  tlironc^li 
the  ?kl iddlesex  f;inns.  The  nu'sseni^er  i):isbn*J 
througli  this  vilhi^'e  and  roused  its  sleeping 
inluibitants.  The!!  riding  on,  lie  stop[)ed  on 
that  spring  morning  on  Stielcncy  Hill,  at 
the  house  of  Cvaptain  John  Trull,  near  the 
training-ground  often  used  by  the  captain 
for  drilling  the  men,  and  enlisting  them  in 
their  country's  service.  Hearing  the  cry, 
The  British  are  niarehlng  on  ( 'On(n)rd  !  " 
Captain  Trull  sprang  from  bed,  and  after 
fii'ing  his  gun  as  tlui  signal  previously  agreed 
u})on  to  arouse  General  Varnuni  across  the 
i\Ierrimae  in  Dracut,  threvr  himself  u})on 
Ills  horse  and  rode  rapidly  to  the  vilhige. 
Here  he  found  the  minute-men  drawn  up, 
ready  at  the  word  to  march.  Placing  him- 
self at  their  head,  they  were  soon  on  th(Mr 
way  by  the  Hillerica  road  to  Concord,  and 
joiniHl  at  .Merriam's  Corntn*  with  those  from 
Jiillerica  and  other  towns  in  hot  pursuit  of 
the  retreating  British.  'J'here,  all  accounts 
agree  that  the  shar[)  conllict  changed  the 
retreat  into  a  rout. 
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Olio  of  tlio  Tcwlvshiiry  iikmi  \\-:is  l-'liplialct 
M;uiniiig.   (  )iu*  of  ( 'apt  a  in  Tnil  Ts  i^raiidsi  )iis', 

Mr.  IK'l'bcM't  'J'l'llll,  oftrll  IH'lalrd    lll;it,  wllCU 

;i  boy,  on  liis  wav  to  SaK-in,  lie  ii.^(m1  [d  ])as.s 
i\lannlnu;\s  door.     I'lliplialc^t  would  call  out: 

r  fo'.i^lif  wltli  vniir  <^raiidi'atli(*r  from  Con- 
cord to  ( Miarlcstown.  lie  would  cr\'  ouL  to 
us  as  we  sli(dt(Mcd  ourselves  behind  the 
trees:  *  Stand  trim,  men;  or  ihi'  rascals 
will  slioot  your  elbows  olT.'  " 

Tewksbury  was  also  n^prescnted  at 
Charlestown,  Boston,  C'ambrid^-e,  Koxbnrv, 

the  Lines,"  llhodi^.  Island,  New  York', 
Ticonderoga,  tlie  westward,''  and  at  the 
takinLrof  Ihirgoyne.  The  history  and  course 
of  tlie  war  may  be  r(\id  in  ihc  r<'cords  and 
inoney-orJers  of  the  town,  or  in  the  votes 
for  distinguis]ie(]  men  and  measur.  s.  \\'liiie 
her  sons  stood  in  the  hiL,di  places  of  tie; 
field,  tlie  work'  to  ki^ep  them  iher*  and  sus- 
tain the  <^n)vernment  Wiuit  bra\rly  on  here. 
It  is  a  record  of  which  the  town  may  forever 
be  )»roud. 

'^xMay  23,1775.   Chose  :\[r.  Ezra  Kind(dl 
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to  In^  :i  roprcsiMitnt' vt'  (o  (In*  Ti-ovi iici;il  (  'oii- 
giTs.s  \{[  W'atcMtowii,  Al;iv  'W/'  Such  an 
c'lrclioii  nilL!:lit  cost  liiiii  lii.^  life.  A  ( 'oiii- 
miltcH*  of  C\)ri-('S])i)ii<K'iu'('  al.so  was  chosen. 
July  IT),  177r>,  Mr.  M/.ia  IvimU'll  a<j;aln 
chosen.  Tn  tlu^  ?\Iarcli  nicctini^  of  1T7(>, 
Nallianiel  Chirlv',  Jr.,  Nathaniel  lleywixjd, 
Deacon  Jacob  Shed,  and  Willi, mi  ]>i-o\vn 
^vcrc  clioscn  a  Connniltc^e  of  Correspondence, 
Ins[)(^ction,  and  Safety;  and  May  liOlh  Lieu- 
tenant Jolm  l^Tmt,  Jolni  French,  Jr.,  and 
luMijamin  lUirlt  were  added  to  their  num- 
ber. Then  fi)r  tlie  years  oi  the  war  ihi'  rec- 
ords teem  with  money  j^aid  to  tlie  soldiers 
and  their  families,  for  provisions,  cdothlng, 
transportation,  bounties,  and  wliati^ver  was 
needed  to  wage  WiU*  long,  L;rim,  and  terrible. 

'J'hus  this  t(jwn,  ^vith  the  country,  was 
launched  on  the  terrible  ^^(ruggle  which 
ended  In  compli'te  triumph  when  Cuiorge 
111.,  entering  the;  liouses  of  jiarliament  with 
pale  countenances  read  with  faltering  voice 
the  recognition  by  Great  l)ritain  of  the  inde- 
p.endcnce  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
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TIh'  l')n<^,  wciiry  years  C)f  tliat  u^rcat  strug- 
gle lire  trac'c'il  upon  oiii*  town  r.-cords  in 
votes  to  rais(.»  reinforcements  of  men  for  the 
Continental  army;  to  furnish  it  uitli  ])ro- 
visions  and  elotliing  ;  to  raise  committees  for 
all  needful  purposes,  and  also  in  the  orders 
to  pay  the  troops  or  tlu^ir  families  ;  indeed, 
in  ill!  the  multifarious  ;ind  oppi-essi v(i  busi- 
ness of  war.  Most  pathetic  are  tlu*  orders  to 
some  widow  or  rehitive  to  receive  the  j)ay 
due  to  one  wdio  went  forth  to  light  for  all 
man  holds  dear,  hut  who  never  returned  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  victory.  Such  are  these  : 
^^To  Widow  liehecea  Krench  X:),  f),  10,  2. 
To  Willow  Jiehecca  (iray  7/0."  In  short, 
men  and  money  were  lavished  lllce  waiter, 
^leetinirs  often  occurred  ^vithin  four  or  live 
days  of  each  other.  As  one  leads  the  rec- 
ords, it  is  brougiit  home  to  him  wliat  the 
founding  of  the  republic  cost:  he  sees  the 
making  of  the  United  States  ;  he  learns  tlui 
whole  process  as  he  remembers  that  our 
town  stands  a  rej)resentative  of  what  was  oc- 
curring in  a  muUilude  of  other  towns  doing 
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same  throat  work.  It  is  tliis  that  inakrs 
the  early  history  of  every  New  I'^n^laiid 
town,  especiall}' ill  the  revohilii >nary  period, 
so  instructive  and  fas(;inatin<.^^  Could  the 
dmnl)  and  scanty  records  of  our  town 
speak,  eoiild  they  give  us  ii  verbal  report 
of  but  one  of  their  town  meetings,  of  even 
one  of  their  debates  on  arms  or  the  eonsti- 
tution  of  stiite  or  nation,  what  an  absorb- 
ing tale  would  be  unfolded  ! 

As  time  passed,  iiulieatiuns  of  the  events 
prominent  in  the  continued  history  of  the 
country  al^o  appear  in  the  records.  This 
shows  the?  year  of  \vliat  is  called  Shays' 
Rebellion:  October  8,  1781,),  An  order  to 
Diivid  Rogers  for  his  services  being  drafted 
to  go  into  the  Shuis  Alfair."  Action  upon 
the  Yiiri()U3  changes  and  ailditions  to  the 
Constitution  appears  in  due  course.  J\lp- 
ples  of  the  second  w;a*  w  ith  luigland  reached 
even  here.  July,  1812,  tlii?y  voted  ."^13  per 
month  to  each  sohllcr,  and  lo  rai>e  money 
to  carry  on  the  war. 


ciTAr'ri:r.  v. 


IN    T  II        CI  V  I  L    AV  A  i:. 

Tlli:  f;ir-olT  sound  of  tlio  coiuin^^  Civil  Wnr 
is  licard  in  tlie  vote  of  Marcli.  1  Mil,  to  liavo 
till'  scliool  coinniittco  cansi^  lli(i  ('onslilu- 
lion  of  the  United  Slalivs  to  l)i'  read  at  least 
once  [I  term  in  each  of  the  piiMic  schools. 

^May  ()th,  the  same  notaMe  vear,  l)(';.;an  the 
lonj^  list  of  liberal  provisions  l»y  llie  tow  n  to 
furnish  men  and  njoney  to  defend  the  rej)ul)- 
lie.  The  records  si^em  to  n-pi-al  thi'ins-'l ves, 
as  essentially  the  same  votes,  orders,  and 
the  very  names,  reappear  that  were  found 
in  the  time  of  the  llevolution.  The  houn- 
ties  keep  rising  to  secure  the  needful  troops; 
the  quotas  increase  in  number;  the  patriotic 
elTorts  become  more  and  m.-re  slreuuuus; 
state  and  town  aid  are  furnished  the  fami- 
lies of  the  absent  soldiers.  Again  the  prom- 
inent men  in  town  step  to  the  front  to  aid 
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and  iiis})lri^  tlie  citl/ms.  \\)!imlary  (^lYorts 
siipplriiu'ht.  tliosi;  of  llio  li'i^al  iiU'cl i In 
aiUlition  to  the  nanu's  familiar  tliroii^di  all 
our  history,  thcia^w  nanuM)!  Lconai'd  Hunt- 
ress appears.  W'ilh  many  others  he  hclpLHl 
to  i^uide  afl'airs  in  this  tryin^^  pi-riod  of  the 
country's  history.  'Jdie  records  are  fuller 
than  in  the  early  years,  and  contain  many 
interesting  documents.  lieside  the  famous 
proclamations  of  (lovernor  ^Vndrew^  and  of 
President  Lincoln,  there  is  the  record  of 
some  remarks  by  Mr.  Huntress,  then  ilrst 
selectman.  As  eliairman  lie  ap[)cn(led  thesci 
remarks  to  the  report  of  the  selectmen  of 
March,  18G5.  They  carry  us  l>:ick  to  thr)se 
days  of  trial,  and  to  the  spirit  wliieh  ani- 
mated the  great  North. 

The  selectmen  in  addition  to  the  fore- 
going report  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
d(\sire  to  call  the  attention  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  in  a  few  brief  words,  to  matters 
showing  more  especially  the  town's  relation 
to  th(i  country. 

i'he  war  has  existed  four  years.  Every 


ThE  IIUNTRKSS  llEPOHT.  43 
CiiU  iiiiulo  ii|)ou  us  ir.Y  iiH'u  to  ])iit  down  iho 
rebellion  li:is  been  IiouoilhI.  Our  (quotas  ;iro 
fill  full.  AVo  luLve  also  a  surj)lus  to  our 
credit  of  two 

'J'he  end  now  appears  to  bii  so  plainly 
diawing  nii^li  that  we  are  in  lu)p'L's  no  ad- 
ditional calls  will  be  nuule.  In  fact,  the 
spirit  of  liberty  and  of  patriotism  seeni3  to 
be  doing  for  the  army  in  tliese  last  days  so 
good  a  work,  that  we  believe  onr  raidcs  will 
be  kept  full. 

Since  April  1,  18G4,  this  town  lias  fnr- 
iiislied  twenty-four  men.  The  last  one  wlio 
went  was  our  fellow-townsman,  vVnson  B. 
Clark. 

Wo  mention  his  case  particularly  be- 
cause he  was  tlu^  first  mati  who  enlisted  as 
a  private,  and  by  his  soldierly  qualities 
and  good  conduct  was  promoted  to  a  ser- 
geancy.  Soon  aftei  his  promotion  jui  was 
taken  prisoner,  and  sun\'re(l  in  tin;  M.ibby  ' 
and  on  Hello  Isle  until  nearly  used  up, 
wlien  lu»  was  excliangcd.  Tie  now  considers 
himself  again  (it  for  duty,  has  been  examined 
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and  mnslcred  in  as  a  veteran  for  llanroclc's 
Corps. 

**0f  tliose  tlial  went  in  tlie  winter  of 
18Go-G4,  four  are  known  to  liav(i  died. 
'I  !ieir  names  are  J.  AVells  Merriain,  Alexan- 
der ?>IeDonald,  Hugh  McDonald,  and  Hugh 
IMcQuarric.  Young  Merriain  ^vas  clcMk  of 
the  Fifteenth  iMassacluisetts  I)attery,  sta- 
tioned then  at  Memphis,  a  good  soldier,  a 
correct  ollicer,  and  an  exemplary  and  up- 
right man.  He  died  after  a  brief  sickness, 
belovcul,  we  helieve,  l)y  the  wliole  command. 

Tlie  two  i\Icl)t)nalds  and  ^^IcC^uarrie 
were  not  citizens  of  this  town.  Their  home 
was  l^ince  ]Cchvard\s  Island.  I'emporarily 
at  work  here,  they  enlisted  in  the  Seventli 
liattery,  and  during  the  last  warm  season 
they  all  died  near  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sip[)i  Kiver.  For  all  of  tlu^se  brave  ones, 
and  for  those  wIk  have  fallen  before  them, 
the  town  does  most  tenderly  cherish  the 
memory  of  th(?ir  gallant  and  heroic  deeds. 

While  this  war  lasts,  the  selectmen 
would    recommend    that  our  expenses  be 
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kept  as  light  iis  practicable.  If  men  are 
AvanU'il,  they  iiui.st  be  furnishctl.  If  we 
have  tliL'in  not,  \ve  must  find  tlicni  else- 
where ;  and  if  they  cost  money,  we  must 
pay  for  them.  lUit  as  to  our  alYairs  at 
home,  we  recommend  a  rigid  economy." 
Enougli  has  been  said  to  show  that 
Tewkbbury  in  tlie  Civil  War"  is  a  sutli- 
ciently  large  and  interesting  sul»ject  for 
treatment  by  itself.  Is  it  not  time  to  pre- 
serve more  fully  this  honorable  part  of  our 
history,  before  those  who  remember  it  j)as3 
beyond?  Is  it  not  time  to  lioiKjr,  as  many 
other  towns  have  done,  those  who  fell  in 
our  tie  fence  ? 
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CITAPTKR  VL 

THE  SCILOOLS. 

The  town  has  always  slicnvn  ;i  g(Miorons 
and  vital  interest  in   tli<'  pul»lic  scliools. 

These,"  says  Mr.  Lowi'll,  "  before  tlic  rev- 
olutioniiry  ])erioel,  were  tlie  (h'fcnee  of  tlie 
hanch"  Wliai,"  he  says,  'Mnade  our  Revo- 
hit  ir>n  a  foregone  eonelnsion  \\'as  that  act 
of  tlie  (uMieral  Court  [)asseil  in  ^lay,  I'MT, 
Avliich  estahhslied  the  sysU-ni  of  scliools  : 
*  To  the  eiul  that  learning-  may  not  be 
buried  in  tlu?  graves  of  our  fori'falhei's  in 
Church  and  Common  wealth,  the  Lord  as- 
sisting our  endeavors,  it  is  tlierefore  ordered 
by  this  Court  and  authority 'tliereof,  that 
every  township  i.i  this  jurisdiction,  after 
the  Lord  hath  increased  tlieni  to  liftv  liouse- 
liolders,  shall  then  forthwith  apjioint  one 
witliin  their  towns  to  teach  all  sui-li  chiKIren 
as  shall  resort  to  hiiu  to  write  and  read.' 
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All  cxanipU'  of  piety  and  IntiM(\^t,  in  educa- 
tion for  all  fill  ni  l'  lc'L;"i>la t  ii i  rs  I 

As  at   first,  Ivsluiry  did  not  niiud)er 

fifty  lioiiM'lioldcrs,  for  some  years  llie  jno- 
grcss  of  educalion  reeelNed  a  repealed  shock 
by  retiisals  to  C'lnplny  :i  school  master.  Tluj 
wondor  is  that  so  c-onstaiil ly,  out  of  their 
poverty,  they  did  so  much  and  so  welh  1  lerc 
is  ijecn  the  source  of  the  hheral  support  of 
the  ]Mdjlie  seliools  cuntiuuetl  to  this  <hL\'.  It 
is  iu  harmony  with  all  our  traditions  lo  do 
even  more  than  thci  hiw  strictly  reipiircs  us, 
as  ill  the  present  }'ear. 

history  of  the  puhlie  scho<ds  in 
Ti'wkshury  be«j;ins  Decemhcr  1  0,  1  7  J' *,  wlieii 
it  ^vas  voted  in  town  meeting-  that  Sl'  ])hen 
Osi^ood  oi  Tewkshurv  should  serve  thii 
town  of  'I'ewkshurv  for  ;i  school  mailer  ioi* 
y(»  nunainder  of  this  Ncai*/'  Di-cemher  0, 
ITlo,  \"oted  to  h*".vt^  a  writing;'  and  read- 
ing Hcliool  in  lh<'  town,  and  that  said  town 
be  provided  with  it  school  as  above  men- 
tioned for  the  space  of  three  months  from 
be  time  lie  is  made  elioiee  tjn.'*     Mr.  b\an- 
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c'is  Kittrc'dL^M'  and  Captiiiii  Peter  Ilmil  wvn) 
clioscn  to  proviil."  ;i  jscli'x)! iniistcr  for  llu^ 
town  as  iil)C)\o  nicntioiu'd.  Tlicv  our 
first  sc'liool  coimniltee.  I'liey  were  allowed 
llfttH'U  sliillings  ])('r  weelv  for  kccpinij;  tin* 
sclioolinastfr.  Idie  next  votti  was  in  ITdl, 
and  was  about  the-  sanic.  'Tli^'y  r<d)clled 
against  imported  talent,  for  a  vote  was 
tryed  bv  tlie  Moderator  to  s(M.i  It'  ye  town 
would  liavtj  Mr.  P>i-idges  of  Andover  for 
their  schoolmaster,  and  said  vote  passed  in 
the  negative."  '-I'li'^'V  strove  to  equalize 
privileg(\s  ;  for  INfareh,  17  J  1,  they  voted  a 
c'onsideraticui  of  ten  pouiuls  ("oM  tenor) 
to  ye  westwardly  part;  of  ye  town  for  their 
not  having  any  benefit  of  ye  town  school- 
master." '^riien  old-tenor  money  was  about 
one  quarter  the  value  of  the  new.  For  sonui 
twenty  years  from  17-11  money  for  the 
schoolmaster  vas  voted  only  occasionally, 
but  the  usual  three  months  school  appears 
to  have  been  kei)t  regularly  notwithstand- 
ing. In  17GS  the  nam(\s  of  five  dilTerent 
school  masters  on  the  accounts  suggest  dilU- 
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culties  not  (Mitirely  obsolete  in  Jiscipline  or 
capacity. 

In  17G9  they  voted  to  tlivide  tlie  town  in 
squadrons  for  the  benelits  of  scliooling." 
After  much  deliberation,  this  was  done 
finally  in  1771,  Avhen  the  conuuittee's  report 
\vas  acce})ted  to  squadron  out  ye  town  for 
the  benelits  of  schooling,  and  it  was  voted 
to  have  a  woman's  school  kept  tliis  present 
year."  A  brighter  day  begins.  In  1772 
appears  the  name  of  the  first  female  teacher 
in  town  in  an  order  to  Lucy  Needham  for 
sixteen  shillings  for  keeping  school  one 
month.  The  other  teachers  that  year  in 
town  were  — 

Mary  Brown,  paid  £2.8. 

]\IoLLY  Merrill,  paid  £2.12. 

Elizabeth  Bailey,  paid  £2.8.'' 
All  honor  to  tliese  pioneers  of    a  noble 
band ! 

In  1772  it  was  voted  that  each  squad- 
ron draw  their  equa^  rata  of  the  money 
voted  for  schooling."     February,  177o,  an 

order  for  sixteen  shillings  to  Molly  Brown 
3 
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'"for  k(M'j")inf^  scliool  four  wi'clvs  ii\  ye  }'oar." 
Tims  four  slilHin^rs  ;i  week  was  llie  rale,  for 
teacliing,  oiu^  Imiidrt'il  years  ago. 

In  Marcli,  ITOo,  tliey  voted  to  build  school- 
houses  in  the  several  squadi'ons,  and  chose 
two  persons  in  each  squadron  to  visit  the 
schools,  but  it  wjis  not  till  next  year  that 
the  money  was  voted  foi*  this  ])ur[)0se. 

In  ITt^o  five  men  were  ehosen  to  ins])ect 
th(i  schools.  S(jmetimes  they  raised  tho 
innuber  to  ten,  two  from  each  S(|uadron. 

i^  ivate  schools  were  once  known  in  town. 
It  was  voted,  March,  l.^^O,  that  Doctor 
Henry  Ivittredge  and  others  have  liberty  to 
keep  a  private  school  in  the  town  hall,  the}^ 
nKikiug  L,^(tod  the  damages  and  l)iiying  rent 
if  requested. 

About  the  year  18'^)0,  the  districts  had 
ftbout  $=S0  (*ach,  except  th(V Centre,  Avhieh 
liad  about  -^100.  Afterwards  the  ajqu'O- 
priations  rose  gradually. 

In  I808  it  was  voted  to  print  the  scliool 
reports  for  the  fnst  time,  one  hundred 
copies  being  ordered. 
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111  1852  ;iiul  texl-books  wero  fur- 

nished the  iliflVirent  scliouls  in  town,  so  iLiit 
free  text-books  were  known  quite  e:irly. 

Intemperance  was  found,  with  thuni  as 
with  us,  a  diilleult  sul)jri:t  to  deal  with. 
As  early  as  174 (J  it  was  voted  not  to  give 
back  to  a  certain  person  the  jCG  which  ho 
had  forfeited  for  selling  strong  drink  with- 
out a  license;  and  in  17-lU  the  same  jjcr- 
son  ])aid  ^o.lO  for  selling:  strong  drink. 
The  same  year  fuK^s  amounting  to  Xll 
were  received  for  breaking  the  Sabbatli. 
The  town  paid  regularly  for  entertaining 
the  selectmen.  One  order  was  for  drink 
which  the  receiver  li,*t  the  selectmen  have. 
When  the  meeting-house  was  built,  one  bill 
was  for  beer  furnished  the  workmen. 

Slowly  arises  a  better  spu'it,  for  May  10, 
1810,  they  voted  that  the  selectmen  see 
that  all  'J'ipsters  and  Drunkards  be  posted 
in  the  licensed  houses;"  live  years  later, 
"  that  there  be  guardians  put  over  such  as 
are  spending  their  time  and  property  for 
ardent  sj.^irits,  and  that  there  be  a  tipster 
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list  posted  lip."  They  were  by  no  inoaiis 
proliibitionists,  for  in  l-SoT)  iirtidii  in 
tlie  warrant  was  dismissed,  To  scMi  if  the 
town  will  vote  not  to  hav(j  any  distilled 
spirits  sold  in  town  and  set  on  the  same." 

In  1854  the  selectmen  were  requested 
and  instructcil  to  prosecute  all  known  viohi- 
tions  of  the  liquor  law  in  town.  From  1855 
till  about  18G5  the  town  had  a  regularly 
appointed  liquor  agent. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


Tkwksbuuy  from  the  first  Ikis  foiiiul 
true  the  words,  The  }K)or3'c  li;iv(i  with  you 
always,  and  whensoever  ye  will  ye  may  do 
them  good."  Tlie  town  supervised  the  in- 
terests  of  widows  and  orphans  when  re- 
quired, and  often  adjudieated  cases  of  difh- 
culty  which  noAV  are  carried  into  tlie  courts, 
—  perhaps  not  a  more  excellent  way. 
Sometimes  the  children  of  the  poor  were 
bound  out  by  the  selectmen. 

It  was  the  custom  in  warn  out  of  town 
persons  likely  to  beconui  jjaupers  before 
they  could  establish  a  claim  for  support. 
A  fee  was  paid  for  this,  wdiicli  sometimes 
such  persons  would  obtain  for  warning  out 
themselves  and  families.  Thus,  to  Daniel 
Pryor   18/,  it   being   for   warning  himself 
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anJ  faniilv  anrl  ^^frs.  ^Miilioiicv  and  lior  cliild 
out  (if  tc)^^  ii/'  Tlu'ii  no  one  could  bcconio 
a  n^gular  ami  recognized  inliabitant  without 
permission.  Towns  gave  wtjrtldess  and  dis- 
orderly ))ersons  orders  to  march,  and  often 
assisted  tlu  in  to  do  so.  AVlien,  however, 
a  j)erson  or  family  had  a  right  to  town  aid, 
they  were  fortunate  poor  pc^ople,  beeause 
they  would  be  well  cared  for. 

There  werci  in  the  early  times  a  Nicholas 
Striker  and  family,  whose  names  appt^ar 
frequently  in  the  town  accounts.  (Jrders 
were  paid  for  beef,  milk',  wood,  sugar,  pork, 
provisions  of  all  kituls  ;  for  laim  and  mo- 
lasses ;  for  doctoring  Striker's  wife;  for 
repairing  his  house;  for  a  cow  to  lend 
Striker  ;  and  at  last  for  his  collln  and  fu- 
neral expenses.  There  was  a  French  fam- 
ily, ])r(jbably  one  of  the  Acadian  exiles, 
equally  prominent  in  tlu,'  same  way,  of 
which  it  seemed  the  town  would  never  hear 
tlu^  last.  ^Vitli  a  sigh  of  relief,  even  at 
this  distant  day,  is  read  an  order  for  pay- 
ment for  carrying  them  to  Canada.     Alas  ! 
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th(»y  aro  soon  b:u'k  from  niicon^cni.'Ll 
and  inlK)S[)ltal»le  clime  lo  tarry  till  tliu  iii- 
ovitaMc  (Mul. 

In  178(]  was  consiilorod  liow  tli(i  town 
sliould  support  their  poor,  and  it  was  V(jted 
tliat  tiie  poor  l)u  set  up  to  tlit)  liiyluist 
bidder,  and  that  th(^  selectmen  give  public 
notice  of  tlie  time  aiul  place  where  they  are 
to  be  set  np/'  Agalu,  that  the  selectmen 
are  to  vendee  the  poor  that  are  sui)ported 
by  the  town  to  the  lowest  bidder."  Hence 
for  years  was  adtlcd  to  th(i  warrant  an 
N.  H.  "  'J'he  Toor  that  are  supported  by 
the  Town  are  to  be  j)ut  out  to  them  that 
will  do  it  cheapest,  in  the  e\ening  of  the 
above  said  day,  and  also  tlu^  \Vido\v  Slick- 
ney's  thirtls  for  the  season." 

In  17^>7  overst'crs  of  the  ])oor  were 
chosen.  It  was  not  till  IS'Ji)  that  the  pres- 
ent poor-farm  was  purchased,  ^vith  whose 
working  all  are  familiar.  In  ^lay,  l8lIG,  it 
was  voted  to  use  it  also  as  a  house  of  correc- 
tion. 

The    State    almshouse    was    located  in 
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'J'ewlcsl iiiry,  ^lay  1,  nj)on  a  f:irni  of 

t  wo  liundrecl  ami  llfty  acres.  Mr.  Isaac  II. 
r^Icserve  was  llie  first  superiiitciulcnt.  'I  lie 
J  I()iU)ral)le  Tlionias  J.  Marsli  succeLHlcd 
liini  in  1S,;8,  and  lie  held  the  ollico  for  over 
twenty-live  years.  ^Ir.  Marsli,  in  1S(S3, 
was  followed  by  Dr.  (J.  Irving  Fislior,  tlie 
present  superintendent.  Hie  number  of 
inmates  varies  from  about  eight  liuiidred  in 
summer  to  twelve  lunulred  in  winter. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


N  A  T  U  K  A  L    H  I  S  r  ()  U  Y. 

The  early  dosri'iptions  of  New  iMi^land 
reveal  an  unusual  l)(.'auty.  Tlu'  number 
and  varieties  of  the  trees  of  the  forests 
primeval  impressed  the  writers.  The  same 
impression  of  admiration  arose  from  the 
multitude  and  variety  of  the  animals,  birds, 
and  fish  which  Tewksbury  had  in  common 
with  other  towns.  Some  of  the  quadrupeds 
are  now  extinct. 

The  abundance  of  fish  made  Wamesit 
the  capital  at  one  time  of  the  tribe  after 
which  it  was  named.    The   Merrimac  is 

the  Sturgeon  river."  In  this  river,  the 
Concord,  and  the  Shawsheen,  and  in  their 
numerous  tributaries,  abounded  all  the  kinds 
of  fish  known  to  New  England  waters.  In 
former  days  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
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town  was  Icnown  as  ^-  Sliail-towii,"  and  a[)- 
pi'L-ntici'S  .sti{)nIat(.Hl  that  tlh'v  slionKl  be  f»id 
only  so  often  upon  tlie  r(»yal  salmon  or  upon 
shad.  Tlu'  southern  portion  was  lor  years 
called  Pigeon-town,"  from  the  numerous 
pigeons  whieh  frequented  those  parts.  At 
every  town-meeting  from  174o  till  ISoO, 
fish  reeves,  war^hMis,  or  lish  cares  "  were 
appointed.  'Die  foUowlng  is  the  first 
vote:  Stiq)hen  Osgoovl  and  Samuel  Hunt 
were  chosfm  a  committee  'Mo  see  that  the 
fish  have  free  ]>assage  up  and  down  those 
streams  where  they  u>aially  pa^s  to  spawn.'* 
Soon  after  tlie  founding  uf  Lowell,  the  man- 
ufacturing interests,  hy  ]>olluting  the  wa- 
ters, left  them  without  oecui)ation,  and  they 
ceased  to  be  eh^cted. 

As  late  as  August,  1700,  about  which 
time  the  savage  beasts  disappeared,  was 
killed  in  Wilmington  the  hist  wild  bear  in 
that  vieinity.  Jl  was  shot  by  I-^phraim 
Bueic,  from  i)eneath  the  branches  of  an  an- 
cient oak  now  standing,  near  the  road  lead, 
ing  from  Wilmington  Centre  to  the  east 
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jKirt  of  the  town/'  (I)nike's  iMidillesox, 
WW.  hy  L.  C.  Eames.) 

Interesting  is  tliis  vote  passed  December, 
1739  :  Voted  to  eliose  two  men  to  tidvc 
cure  that  the  deer  in  tliis  town  Int  not  de- 
stroyed contrary  to  tlie  hist  law  made  in 
tlieir  lu'half."  Josiah  ^)aUl^^'in  and  Samuel 
Trull  had  the  honor  of  being  elected  the 
first  of  a  long  list  of  deer  reeves  ^vhicll  ends 
about  1777. 

'IMie  following  vote  shows  the  abundance 
of  small  game  compared  ^vith  its  scarceness 
to-day:  1742,  ''voted  a  town  rate  of  £25 
old  tenor  to  pay  the  bounty  laid  on  grey 
and  ground  sipiirrels  and  bhickbirds  A^■llieh 
are  caught  in  the  town."  liounties  f(jr  liercer 
animals  were  not  unknown,  for  in  J7.">7  an 
order  of  six  shillings  was  ])aid  John  liall 
for  killing  one  wildcat;  and  in  17')S  .Jon- 
athan Kittredge  was  paid  ten  shillings  for 
one  killed,  —  the  last  of  which  there  is  his- 
torical record.  'J'liere  was  a  bounty  on 
crows  also,  uhose  rate  rose  and  fell  with 
the  times.     In  1791,     Voted  a  bounty  for 
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killing  crows,  [hh  per  for  old  onos, 

and  four  pence  iKi'juMiny  for  young  ones 
killed  by  the  inliabitants  of  this  t(j\vn  in 
the  town  :  Voted  also  that  tlie  heads  be 
brought  to  the  selectmen  or  town  treasurer 
to  be  examined,  and  if  they  suspect  their 
being  killed  in  the  town,  then  the  person 
bringing  them  shall  go  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace  and  sware  that  the  crows  were  killed 
in  the  town  and  bring  a  certilicato  that  he 
thus  swore." 

In  181-1  it  was  voted  to  let  fishing  priv- 
ileges to  the  highest  bidder  :  8^'^0  »v'as  paid 
for  the  privilege  formerly  owned  by  Dr. 
Worcester  at  the  northwest  part. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

SLAV  ]<:  II  Y. 

^Iany  fail  to  renuiinbcr,  perliaj)s  never 
dreamed,  tluit  shivery  once  existed  in  i\his- 
sacluisetts,  the  leading  State  in  the  great 
antibhivery  movement.  Traces  of  tlie  pe- 
culiar institution  "  may  be  found  in  all  the 
early  New  England  towns.  Tewksbury  is 
no  exception.  The  town  records  contain 
frequent  references  to  negroes  belonging  to 
one  and  another  of  the  names  familiar  in 
our  history.  It  seems  strange  to  liear  of 
the  Kittredge,  the  Trull,  the  Hunt,  and  the 
Rogers  families  as  among  the  shivliohlers. 
Stranger  still  is  what  Mr.  Aaron  Frost  re- 
lates, that  when  shivery  was  abolished  in 
Massachusetts  there  were  three  slaves  in 
this  town  :  a  man  owned  by  Dr.  Kittredge, 
from  whom  the  poor-farm  was  bought  ;  a 
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girl  naino<l  Roso,  oaviumI  by  iMrn.  RogcM'S, 
Jiiul  one  iKinird  Phyllis,  the  pi-ojX'rly  of  the 
lliw  Samjvson  Spauliliiig.  It  s[)(*aks  well 
iov  llu'ir  troatnient  tliat  wlicii  freudoin  caino 
the  two  niaid-sei  vaiits  pruferreil  to  reniaiii 
with  their  former  owners. 

In  those  days  they  not  only  voted  wliat 
seats  llie  singers  sliould  have,  and  adjusted 
all  dillieulties  witli  tlieni,  but  passed  the  h>\- 
lowing,  September,  1780  :  that  the  ne- 
groes have  the  seat  next  to  the  long  pew 
for  their  seat  to  set  in." 

In  this  connection  tlie  following  docu- 
ment is  interesting:  — 

Know  all  men  by  these  ])resents  that 
I,  John  Klttredge  of  Tewksbury,  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  in  his  Majestie's 
Province  of  tlie  INIassacliusetts  Pay  in  New 
England,  Chirurgeon,  Know'  ye  that  I, 
said  John  Kittredge,  for  ye  love,  good  will 
and  alTrction  that  I  have  and  do  bear  to- 
ward my  servant  Negroe  man  lieuben,  and 
also  for  ye  Good  Service  that  the  said 
Reuben  luitli  done  unci  performed  for  me, 
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Do  by  tliose  presents  Deel^ar,  Order  and 
Establish  that  my  said  Servant  Reuben,  if 
ho  lives  and  survives  nie,  his  said  Master 
John  Ivittredgc,  that  alter  my  Decease  the 
said  IJeuben  sliall  be  Intirely  free  and  at 
his  own  free  Liberty  for  his  life  time  after 
my  Decease,  so  that  my  Heirs,  Executors, 
or  Administrators,  or  Either  of  them,  shall 
not  have  any  Command  or  Business  to 
order  or  Dispose  of  said  Reuben.  Dated  at 
Tewksbury  the  Sixteenth  day  of  Janury, 
in  the  Twenty  Eight  year  of  his  iNIajestie'a 
Reign  Anquo  Domini  175/5 

Signed,  Sealed  and  delivered 
in  presence  of  us  John  Ivittredge 

Jonathan  Kittukdge 

'^Joseph  Kittkedge 

" John  Chavman 
''The  above  Avritten  InstrunuMit  of  ye 
Cleronance  of  Doctr.  John  Kittredge's  N(»- 
groe  ]Man  Reuben  ^vas  entered  November 
ye  IG,  175G 

Per  me  Stetiiex  Osgood, 

Town  Clerk 


) 
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CHAPTER  X. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

From  the  earliest  times  the  liighways 
absorbed  much  oE  tlie  attention  of  tlie  town. 
The  records  contain  the  description  of 
each  as  they  were  hiid  out,  the  amomits 
voted  to  repair  them,  and  the  money  al- 
lowed for  a  man,  for  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  for 
a  cart  in  their  service.  One  might  learn 
the  change  in  the  times  from  tlie  dilTerent 
prices  paid.  Here  the  subject  can  be  only 
mentioned.  The  following  vote  shows 
the  prices  allowed  September  29,  1735 : 

That  a  man  should  have  2/  per  day,  for 
his  oxen  a  yoak  8tZ  i)er  day  and  Ad  for  cart, 
and  this  is  to  be  the  stated  price  for  all  sea- 
sons excepting  that  after  ye  10th  i\Lir.  a 
man  3/6  for  liimself.'* 

As  matters  of  interest  and  relics  of  old 
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customs,  some  votes  ami  orders  iirci  lalcen 
from  tli(i  records,  t'li'u-lly  in  eliroiiolo;L;ical 
order. 

For  a  long  time,  sixteen  shillings  a  year 
was  paid  for  s\\'ee[)ing  the  meetingdiouse. 

Till  comparal  1  vc  l y  recent  years,  they  ad- 
journed the  town  meetings  one  hour  by 
holding  up  hands.  Places  of  refreshment 
then  were  more  numerous. 

lTo2.  To  fourteen  ])etitioners  voted 
^'liberty  to  build  two  pews  in  meeting- 
house, one  in  ye  west  gallery  and  against 
three  of  ye  windows  for  men  to  sit  in  — 
the  other  in  ye  east  gallery  against  three  of 
ye  windows  for  women  to  sit  in,  and  said 
petitioners  are  obliged  to  maintain  ye  ghuss 
windows  against  said  pews,  and  to  till  ye 
said  pews  as  full  as  comfortable  to  sit  in." 
The  older  people  in  town  recall  when  many 
rode  to  church  on  horseljaclc,  and  the  male 
portion  of  the  congregation  sat  in  one  })art 
of  the  meetingdiouse,  the  female  opposite. 

In  17'>0,  ''To  choose  a  committee  to 
proceed  with  those  persons  whom  they  shall 
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suppose  were  a'ulin'.;'  or  ahi^t tin^j^  or  assisting 

in  destroying;  tlie  'J'own  l)()ok  of  Records." 

I\I:iy  '2o,  177"),  ''Voted  and  chose  Mr. 
Ezra  Kindell  to  be  a  member  of  tlie  Provin- 
cial Congress  at  Watertown  in  the  31st  day 
of  May  next." 

July  If),  1775,  Voted  and  cliose  ]\Ir. 
Ezra  Kindell  to  be  representative.*' 

July  24,  177G,  "  That  the  selectmen 
shall  provide  ammunition  and  shovels, 
spades,  pickaxes,  kc.^  according  to  their  dis- 
cretion, and  that  the  selectmen  shall  pro- 
vide fuHi-armes  for  those  persons  that  tlu^y 
shall  think  proper  and  other  accoutre- 
ments." 

That  same  year,  voted  ''  that  the  assessors 
give  the  constables  orders  to  strain  upon  the 
inhabitants  and  others  tljat  Dont  pay  in  the 
corn  in  20  days  from  the  time  ye  constables 
receive  ye  lists.'* 

Tn  1701  much  money  was  spent  in  nurs- 
ing the  sick,  especially  in  smallpox:.  The 
town  was  at  tim(,^s  aillicted  with  sttvere  epi- 
demics of  this  and  other  diseases,  such  as 
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lliroal  distonipcr,''  (lysriitcry,"  etc.,  and 
made  spasnii)di(;  elYorts  to  liave  an  ellieicnt 
boai'd  of  health,  etc.  The  board  aftcu'waids 
was  inergcnl  in  tlie  sek^ctnien,  \vliere  it  re- 
mains. 

For  years  there  ^yere  elected  surveyors  of 
staves,  shingles,  clapboards,  and  hoops,  as 
well  as  timber. 

February,  1773,  warrant  to  choose  some 
person  or  persons  for  to  set  the  Psalm  on 
Sabbath  Days  and  other  times  of  Public 
Worship,"  and  at  the  meeting  David  ]\Ier- 
rill,  Abrm.  r>ailey,  and  Peter  Hardy  were 
chosen    for  to  set  the  Psalm." 

Voted  also  the  meeting-house  windows 

to  be  repaired  with  Diamond  glace." 

Fr(H'pU'nt  payments  are  recorded  for 
numbering  the  people." 

An  order,  1780,  ''to  Wm.  Symonds  for 
£12  for  83,000  which  he  let  the  town  have 
and  ()/  interest,"  shows  the  great  dllTi'rencc 
in  tlie  value  of  Continental  and  hard  money. 

May  7,  1781,  was  granted  an  order  to 

Neh.  Hardy  for  Lis  service  and  being  the 
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i-CTnaiiKl'M'  of  \vli;it  llu^  town  voted  liiiii  for 
tliirly  (lays  at  the  westward  takiii|^  luir- 
goyne.    X4,  10,  4/^ 

In  1781,  .i:oO,000  Continental  currency 
was  voted  for  town  expenses  but  found  too 
little,  and  tlio  town  was  called  to  reduce  it 
to  hard  money.  Then  875  Continental  cur- 
rency =  one  silver  dollar.  Corn  worth 
four  shillings  per  bushel. 

The  town  ammunition  for  years  was  kept 
in  the  nieeting-hpuse,  Avhich,  till  the  town 
hall  was  built,  was  the  i>lace  for  the  town 
meetings. 

At  the  close  of  the  fii-st  volunu^  of  records 
are  given  several  pages  of  Marks  for 
Creeters.'' 

In  1701  voted  to  repaint  the  meeting- 
house, and  to  inquire  of  the  painter  what 
^'collor  is  the  most  durable  to  paint  tlio 
meeting-house."  This  proved  to  be  stone 
color. 

March,  1703,  tlie  vote  was  tryed  to 
see  if  the  town  w^Mdd  give  liberty  for  the 
Nokerlation  of  the  small  pox  and  it  was 
passed  in  the  negative/' 
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1798  Avould  liave  been  ;i  poor  year  for 
the  Town  Library,  for  tliey  voted  tluit 
those  persons  that  are  taxed  for  dogs  draw 
an  order  on  the  Town  Treasurer  for  -^^1." 

October  23,  1777,  ''Voted  tliat  tlie  salt 
be  delte  to  the  poor  sort  ot  ju'ople,  not  to 
the  whole  town  at  15/  per  bushel,  they  i)ay- 
ing  tlio  money  down  for  it." 

June  24,  177U,  Voted  tluit  the  select- 
men shall  provide  bayonetts  for  the  training 
band  in  town." 

One  of  the  most  interesting  votes  was 
passed  April,  1792,  when  the  weight  of  years 
had  somewhat  incapacitated  the  aged  pastor. 
It  reads:  ''Voted  £30  duriuLT  his  Natural 

o 

Life  to  Rev.  Mr.  Sampson  Spaulding  yearly 
in  case  he  shall  resign  so  nnichof  his  charge 
as  will  not  be  a  hindrance  to  the  town  call- 
ing another  gentleman  in  tlui  ministry  if  the 
town  shall  think  {)roper.''  A  comuiittee  was 
chosen  and  waited  u\nn\  and  report(jd 

that  the  Rev.  Mr.  S})auldiug  acknowledged 
himself  satisfied  and  contented  with  the 
vote  of  the  towu.     In   his  active  years, 
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accorJiiig  to  custom,  whatever  salary  was 
voted,  lie  rose  in  town  nieeliug  and  ex- 
pressed liiniself  satisfied  with  liis  stipend. 

This  manifests  the  same  judiciousness  and 
Clirisiian  resij^^nation  whieli  may  be  traced 
in  the  beginning  as  well  as  the  end  of  his 
ministry.  December  10,  1710,  the  Rev. 
Sampson  Spanlding  signiiied  that  he  should 
not  be  inclined  to  take  less  than  £200  for 
liis  salary.  Voted  not  to  pay  it.  ]\Iarcli, 
1741,  Voted  to  give  liev.  Sampson 
Spaulding,  their  minister,  X150  if  said 
minister  being  at  ye  meeting  signified  to 
ye  people  that  what  they  would  freel}^  give 
him  he  would  be  satisfied  with."  17-12 
they  voted  XlOO,  and  he  apjieared  and  de- 
clared himself  satisfied  with  what  the  town 
had  granted  him. 

In  this  coniK^ction  this  entry  is  interest- 
ing:  'M)ied  J^hirch  20tli,  lb07,  INIadam 
Mehitibal  Spaulding,  91  years,  of  old  age." 

The  two  following  forms  are  of  interest. 
The  lirst  bhows  the  customary  way  of  ob- 
jecting to  the  reception  of  a  member  ;  the 


second,  the  \isn:il  vole  of  rcuoiviiij^  or  re- 
storinfx  one  to  coiiiiniiiuon. 

I>y  tliis  I  do  decliire  to  the  cliiircli  in 

Tewkslmry  tliat  1  do  phico  ii  har  to   

against  liis  admission  to  the  said  Church." 

The  Chureli  met  and  after  seeking  tlie 
Divine  i)resence  and  lih^ssing  tliey  voted 
that  they  were  in  Charity  with  Thos.  Jvid- 
der  Esq.  as  also  his  admission  to  our  Com- 
munion." 

In  18*29  agitation  for  the  annexation  of 
Belvidere  to  Lowell  begins.  Very  reluc- 
tantly the  town  had  to  part  with  that  beau- 
tiful village  in  183-1.  Before  that,  the  town 
meetings  sometimes  were  held  in  the  school- 
house  of  that  district,  but  were  usually  im- 
mediately adjourned  to  Tiiompson's  Tavern. 
The  town  suj^ported  a  fire-engine  and  com- 
pany there  for  some  time.  In  187U,  Tewks- 
bury  lost  over  six  hundred  acres  more  of 
her  territory  to  Lowell. 


CITAPTER  XL 

C  O  N  C  T.  U  S  I  O  N  . 

After  all  tluit  one  can  gather  from  the 
records  of  town  and  church,  from  tradition 
or  other  sources,  it  is  imj)ossible  to  bring 
before  us  the  living  men,  the  scenes,  and  the 
life  of  those  olden  times.  What  has  re- 
sulted from  their  lives  and  labors  is  trans- 
figured by  the  great  republic,  the  result  of 
those  early  histories.  The  future  will  ac- 
complish this  still  more  as  the  United  States 
grows  in  power  and  inlhience.  Imagina- 
tion will  clothe  those  distant  days  with  a 
light  almost  supernaturaL  Kwn  now  these 
words  of  Mr.  I^'roude  on  the;  ( )ld  P^nglish 
are  ti-ue  of  tlie  old  New  Kngland  life  as 
seen  in  towns  such  as  Tewksbury  :  — 

And  now  it  is  all  gone, — like  an  un- 
substantial pageant  faded  ;  and  between  us 
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and  Old  isli  tlicn*  lies  ;i  5j;ul[  of 

niyst^'ry  ^\lli('Il  tlir  prosc^  of  tli(;  liistoriini 
will  iH'N'cr  ad(M jiiati'l}'  lMii!;a\  ddu',y  caiiiiot 
come  to  lis,  and  our  i ma^i na ; ioii  cati  hat 
ftHd)ly  pi'iu'tratt^  (o  thcin.  Old  v  ainon;^;  the 
aisles  of  t!ie  catlicdral,  only  as  we  i^w/At 
U[)oii  tlieir  silent  fi^^^un's  slerpinn*  on  their 
tonihs,  some  faint  coiiecpi i( ais  lloal  ln-forc 
us  of  what  thes(*  men  were  when  were 
alive  ;  and  piM'liaps  in  tlu^.  sound  of  church- 
bells,  that  pecadiar  creation  of  meirKeval 
a^(%  wdiich  falls  u[)on  the  e;ir  lik'c  tlui  echo 
c»r  a  vanished  woi'ld."  ^ 

'  Fruiulc'.s  IlU'orij  of  Kivi'dnd,        i.  p.  CG. 
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